
 

Page 1 of 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790 637   r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk 

Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary     Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169  judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

 

Events 
 

Wisborough Green Honey Show Monday 31st August Wisborough Green 

Details regarding the Entry and an Application Form are at the end of this Newsletter 

 

Please check website regularly for meeting dates in case they change or others are added. 

 

Apiary Meetings 
Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green RH14 0AA 
 

 

Wednesday  15th  July 6.30pm  followed by BBQ 

 

Saturday 25th July 12:00 Beginners‟    2:00 pm Advanced 

 

 

mailto:r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
../../../Nov08/wgbkanews@cpeach.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/
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New Monthly Beekeeping Notes 

 
Monthly Topic for July. Learn how varroa damages the colony and how to treat it. 

Now you have learnt the life cycle of varroa you can find out about the damage it causes and 

understand how the various methods of dealing with it work. 

The following are from reliable sources, but search for others yourself. 

 

http://www.vita-

europe.com/Map_enscript/frmbuilder.php?dateiname=%2Fen%2Fdisease%2Fvarroa.htm 

 

http://beebase.csl.gov.uk/pdfs/managing_varroa.pdf 

 

http://www.moraybeekeepers.co.uk/varroa.htm 

 

http://www.culturaapicola.com.ar/apuntes/sanidad/varroa/control-of-varroa-guide.pdf 

 

You must be aware that only chemicals that are registered in the UK are legal to use. 

Unfortunately there are substances that are imported and are widely offered for sale. It is an 

offence to use them, and in most cases they leave detectable residues in honey. 

We suggest you concentrate on the IPM methods where you can. 

 

 
 

 

    

 

    

Saturday Teas at Dounhurst. 

 

This year in order to spread the increasing load we will have different members doing teas. These will 

be indicated in the newsletter and on the website as a reminder. 

 

July 25th - George Kolar     

 

 

http://www.vita-europe.com/Map_enscript/frmbuilder.php?dateiname=%2Fen%2Fdisease%2Fvarroa.htm
http://www.vita-europe.com/Map_enscript/frmbuilder.php?dateiname=%2Fen%2Fdisease%2Fvarroa.htm
http://beebase.csl.gov.uk/pdfs/managing_varroa.pdf
http://www.moraybeekeepers.co.uk/varroa.htm
http://www.culturaapicola.com.ar/apuntes/sanidad/varroa/control-of-varroa-guide.pdf
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

It doesn‟t matter how long you have kept bees it always seems to be the case you can say 

“This has been a strange summer”. I probably get to see more colonies than anyone in the 

Division, so I have a chance to see more things than most, but I am always seeing things I 

have never seen before. 

Until last year I had never seen emergency cells in a queen-right colony, but in 2008 I saw 

just one emergency cell in each of three separate full queen-right colonies. This year I have 

seen three cases where there was roughly the same amount of both swarm AND emergency 

cells in full queen-right colonies. Daisy phoned to tell me she had seen exactly the same. 

Mike Bunyan and I saw a full queen-right colony that had just one swarm cell and about 15 

emergency cells. This was five occasions all within two weeks, and it shouldn‟t happen. It 

seems to me the wrong message is getting to the bees. I am sure I‟m not the only one who 

sees these things. 

Talking of queen cells there are a lot of beekeepers who decide what kind of queen cell they 

are seeing by its position on the comb, rather than its construction. Unfortunately this 

“information” is in a lot of books and is commonly wrong. Learn how to identify them as it 

will give you an idea what is happening in your colonies. Many wrongly interpret the 

situation by incorrect identification. 

Daisy, Diana Briault and I aborted the extraction of our honey on June 22nd as it was unripe. 

This is the first time since OSR was first widely sown in the 1970‟s that I haven‟t been able 

to extract early. Derek Ready had to put a third of his back on the bees for the same reason. 

Water content of 27% was common with some samples going off the scale. Judy has also 

told me she had the same problem. If you did extract your honey without checking it then 

you may have problems with fermentation. It is also illegal to sell it with that much water in 

it. 

Luckily we were able to extract some of the Division‟s honey, but that wasn‟t without the 

same problem of putting a lot back on the bees. 

We have tried to have more full honey producing colonies at Dounhurst this year as we felt 

more would be learnt on a full colony, but of course that has meant we have fewer small 

colonies for raw beginners. You solve one problem and create another, but I think overall 

the demonstrations are going well despite the large number of attendees. 

I have made many warnings about buying bees and queens from commercial sources, 

simply because I have seen a lot of them and in most cases am far from impressed. There 

are a few good suppliers and we will be happy to give guidance if needed. 
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Continued.............. 

 

I recently inspected a 5 comb nucleus that had been delivered, and I considered the faults 

were:- 

 It was delivered when the purchaser was on holiday. 
 

 There were five frames, two of which were partly drawn foundation. There was no 
brood on either, and only a small amount of unsealed liquid stores and some pollen. 

 

 There were three frames with brood on, some of which was dead, especially on the 
outside face of the outside comb. There was only a small amount of unsealed brood 
therefore the brood was out of balance. 

 

 Though some of them had probably emerged since dispatch. 
 

 The nucleus was very short of food, and in my opinion starvation could have been a 
probability in less than a week if the weather was bad. There were no sealed stores, 
and as what little nectar there was, was dripping out of the combs it suggests to me 
that some of it had been collected since arrival. 
 

 In my opinion there were not enough bees to adequately cover the three frames of 
brood, even 

 

 Although the day of inspection was warm there were not as many bees flying as I 
would expect. 

 

 The queen had been caged and in my opinion had not been responsible for much of 
the brood or the adult bees. I believe the adult bees were Italian, yet the queen didn't 
look Italian, possibly Carniolan. There were eggs and it is difficult to say if she laid 
them or not. 

 

The vast majority of nuclei are sold to beginners and they are unlikely to know what they 

should be getting. There is now a BBKA standard for nuclei, and this nucleus failed on many 

counts. 

A lot of queens from commercial suppliers are not native to this country or bred here, 

although I have heard of several cases where it was implied they were. In general the races, 

hybrids and “crosses” that are imported are not as suitable as those that have evolved to 

suit our conditions. The usual reasons for pushing imports are “docility” and availability. 

Some pure races can be docile to the point where they are too soft to survive, but very often 

first crosses can be extremely bad tempered. Availability should never be an issue. If you 

only have one queen-right colony you can easily raise queens. 

 

 

Roger Patterson. 
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The Bee Crawl 

 

On a beautiful Midsummer‟s morning we all arrive at John Glover‟s and crawl off to explore 

his newly acquired land which includes a river, needless to say Dylan has a good swim, 

this is followed  by a very calm look through John‟s hives…..a lovely start to the day. 
 

 

The next place to crawl to is just over the road at Mark Lockett‟s garden, if his neighbours 

didn‟t know that he kept bees they do now, 14 veiled bods arriving on mass! What a sight. 

Here Roger was able to mark and clip a Queen, with this good deed done we crawl on. 
 

 

Karen Clemens house in a quiet cul-de-sac has the „crawl treatment‟ with our entourage of 

five cars suddenly disgorge numerous people clutching white outfits. We enjoyed tea and 

coffee with delicious homemade honey biscuits, Karen goes through her three hives of 

well behaved bees nothing untoward except the need of another Queen excluder as the 

Queen, who did not seem thin or small had somehow laid a few eggs in the supers….after 

much discussion of how and why we piled back in the cars and travelled on. 
 

 

Jane Anderson was next on the hit list, with fantastic views from Bedlam. We ate or packed 

lunches, well the ladies did, the men on being alerted by the Patterson “OI” went off to look 

at a little swarming that was going on.  After lunch we watched Roger, Daisy and Jane find 

the escaped Queen and cage her then go through the rest of the delightful W.B.C. hives, 

with the swarm stopped we continued our quest. 
 

 

Our next venue ……Astri‟s fantastic garden and her Smith hives are very interesting we 

spend quite some time looking for a VERY elusive queen, a little group of us potter off and 

find amusement ….the outside toilet fits the bill with a huge and beautifully shaped 

wooden seat, a throne indeed. The Queen is found, swiftly marked and clipped by Mr P 

with that accomplished we move on to our final stop. 
 

 

Tom and Gordon‟s wood is a little sanctuary for bees, many hives have a story of how they 

were gathered or found, like the ladder propped up against a very flimsy fir tree and….. Oh 

yes it has been climbed not just once but twice to retrieve a swarm, which shows just how 

dedicated they are. We are shown the quarantine area with hives on barrels and workmates 

to keep them off the ground some even have plastic bags as roof covers, everything and 

anything is used to give a swarm a home. Back we crawl to the BBQ area where we are 

joined by „other halves‟ and scrumptious food is enjoyed by all, especially Maggie‟s 

summer puddings. 
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Continued……….. 

 

It must be daunting being watched by so many people whilst going through your hives, but 

what an opportunity to make sure everything is as it should be, for the onlookers it was 

fascinating and inspiring day and the dogs enjoyed themselves too! 
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    Notices 

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 

 

FRAMES  -  (in kit form)     EACH 

  

DN1  for National brood chamber (also fit WBC) ………….…………      60p 

  

SN1  for National supers …………………………………………..……      60p 

  

Frame nails, small bag …………………………………………………     £1.00p 

 

FOUNDATION   

 

Unwired National super (For Cut Comb) …………………………………….      40p 

  

Wired National super ……………………………………...…………….      40p 

(Comes in drone cell or worker cell size – please specify which is required) 

  

Wired National brood …………………………………………..……….      70p 

 

APIGUARD 

Single treatment sachets (two required for treatment of a full colony).     Autumn 2009 

       Price to be confirmed. 

 

Prices correct at January 2009. 

Where possible please order ahead of apiary meetings so that your order can be put together ready 

for you, minimising disruption and delay on the day.  Order by email or telephone to Tom Moore, 

stone.house@btinternet.com  01798 343470. 

Payment by cash, or cheques made payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green. 

 

BDI Insurance  
 

You will all be aware that your basic membership subscription includes insurance against 
certain bee diseases for three colonies and that for a small extra premium, this cover can be 
extended to additional colonies.  
 
If you have more colonies than you have covered for insurance purposes, the cover will be 
null and void.  So insure for the number you think you will have. Don‟t forget a swarm is 
classed as a colony.  
 
Insurance is only provided for colonies that are affected by notifiable diseases and that 
cause them to have to be destroyed by the Regional Bee Inspector.   These are the two foul 
brood diseases, the small hive beetle and tropilaelaps  More detailed information can be 
found at www.bbka.org.uk/articles/bdi.php   The insurance does not cover loss of colonies 

due to other conditions or causes.  
 

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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Website www.wsbka.org.uk 
 

County News – July 2009 
County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most 

welcome at all Meetings 

 

 

 

Pulborough Village Hall - Intermediate Lecture 
Wednesday 18th July. 7.30pm. Please see below 

 

 

Chichester – Contact John Stevens. – Email 
 ieem@compuserve.com 

 

Meetings will be at The Bader Arms, Tangmere and will commence punctually at 

7.30pm.    

Wednesday 15th July  Preparations for honey harvest  

                                      Christine Stevens - Chichester Division 

 

Worthing - Contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369  
Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/ 

 Winter meetings at Ferring village hall. Arrive at 7.15pm for 7.30pm start. 
   

Saturday 4th July  Out Apiary Meeting  

Saturday 11th July   A visit to Sara Rose’s home apiary  

Sunday 19th July      Out Apiary Meeting  

Sunday 26th July     A visit to Neville Child’s home Apiary 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wsbka.org.uk/
mailto:ieem@compuserve.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/
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Intermediate Lecture – Pulborough Village Hall, Wednesday 8th July 

2009 at 7.30pm 

 

“Observing the Colony” by Richard Ball, National Bee Inspector 

 

 

For our second Intermediate Lecture this year we are extremely fortunate that 

Richard Ball, who has just officially retired as the National Bee Inspector, will 

be coming to talk to us.   

 

He will take as his subject „Observing the Colony‟ which is probably one of, if 

not the most important part of beekeeping. 

 

Most of us are familiar with the feeling, when we approach a hive, that 

„something is different‟.  It may be a significant difference, where a formerly 

very busy colony is suddenly quiet, or possibly a far more subtle difference, but 

we just have a feeling that something is not quite right. 

 

Richard will work through this with us, looking at how we observe our colonies, 

what there is to see, and what this might indicate inside the hive.  This will 

cover aspects of swarming, queen problems, health issues and normal seasonal 

behaviour. 

 

The evening promises to be of exceptional value to beekeepers with all levels of 

experience, and we hope that you will be able to join us. 
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Beekeeping and Varroa Research 

Moray College, Elgin, Moray 

The College are carrying out research into the distribution and prevalence of 

the Varroa mite in British honeybee colonies. The focal point of the present 

phase of the project is a survey to gauge individual beekeepers‟ experience of 

Varroa, and beekeeping groups throughout Britain are being asked to bring the 

survey to the attention of their members. 

The project aims to use information from individual beekeepers and Geographical 

Information System (GIS) software to map the spread of the mite in an 

attempt to identify areas which have somehow remained Varroa-free. This will 

require respondents to provide their postcodes, which can be converted into grid 

references and plotted on an Ordnance Survey digital map. While the main topic 

is Varroa, there are some questions about general beekeeping; this information 

may prove useful both in this and future research. 

If you would like to participate in the survey, you can access the questionnaire 

at  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=5epFW3jcaifsi6oZ7zcdLg_3d_3d  

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+++++++++ 

 

If you wish to offer material for inclusion in future editions of “County News”, 

please contact John Glover at glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

 

 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=5epFW3jcaifsi6oZ7zcdLg_3d_3d
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
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 For Sale 

 

2 x National hives with bees, Hive will consist of open mesh floor, brood chamber, 

crown board, roof, clipped and marked 2009 reared laying queen with 7 frames of 

brood, 2 stores and 2 room. £250 each. 

  

2 x 5 frame National Nucs with bees, Nuc will consist of 3 frames of brood, 1 room, 1 

store, clipped and marked 2009 reared laying queen. Please note this is for the frames 

only, you will have to transfer to own hive. £150 each. 

  

Some clipped and marked 2009 reared laying queens will be available, all at £20 each. 

  

For more details or to order any of the above please contact Derek Ready on 07773 

378573 or 01403 248158. 

 
Extracting Equipment 
 

Use of the Division‟s extractors and associated equipment is now being co-ordinated by 

John Glover,  and if you wish to “book” anything, please contact John on 01403 751899 or 

preferably by Email glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com . 

To avoid disappointment, please book well in ahead of your requirements. 

 

Equipment will be loaned for a maximum duration of 3 days at any one time, and it will be 

necessary for it to be collected and returned to John‟s home address in Loxwood, unless 

otherwise agreed. 

Equipment available:- 

4 frame extractor 

3 frame extractor 

Electric uncapping tray and knife 

Uncapping basket 

50kg bottling tank 

mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
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National Honey Show     29th – 31st October 2009 

The show will again be held at Weybridge and like last year, free full annual 

membership is being made available to all who have joined our Association since 1st 

August 2008. This will entitle them to visit the show and to attend lectures throughout 

the 3 days and to enter exhibits in the competitive classes free of cost. 

The show organiser will send further information to qualifying members later in the 

year. 

 
If you wish to offer material for inclusion in future editions of “County News”, please 
contact John Glover at glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

 

 

End of Season Function 03rd October 2009 

Just as a prompt for your Dairies, so you can make a note and join us all at Pulborough 
Village Hall for a celebration of this year‟s achievements. 

 

Contributions to the newsletter 

Please remember if members wish to provide reports, information or items of interest 

to be published in the Newsletter then either send a copy to the address below or 

email:  wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

 

 

Chris Peach 

WGBKA News 

Burton Cottage 

Marehill Road 

PULBOROUGH 

West Sussex 

RH20 2DY 

mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com
mailto:wgbkanews@cpeach.com

